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SUMMARY 

. . OF  . ♦ 

ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT, 

1914. 


BOROUGH  OF  GRANTHAM. 


Area — 1726  acres. 

Altitude — 186. 

Population  (Census  1911) — 20,074. 

Estimated  Population  (1913) — 20,684. 

Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1911) — 4j555- 
Rateable  Value — ;^88,689, 

Assessable  Value — £^76,588. 

General  District  Rate — 2/6  in  £ ; Poor  Rate — 2/6  in  £. 

VITAL  STATISTICS,  1913. 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  living — 22-81. 

Gross  Death  Rate,  per  1000  living — 14-34. 

Corrected  Death  Rate,  per  1000  living — 13'63. 

Infantile  Mortality — 120-76. 

Isolation  Hospital— A Corrugated  Iron  Building. 

Water  Supply — Grantham  Waterworks  Company. 

Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal — By  Contractor  and  Refuse 
Destructor. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

. . OF  THE  . . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

. . OF  THE  . . 

Grantham  Urban  Sanitary  Authority, 

For  the  Year  1913. 


Grantham, 

March,  IQH- 

I'd  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Grantham  Ui'ban  Sanitary 
Authority. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1913. 

The  population  of  your  district,  as  estimated  for  'the  year 
1913,  is  20,684. 

During  the  year  472  births  and  297  deaths  were  registered  as 
having  occurred  in  your  district.  From  the  deaths  24  must  be 
deducted  ; 16  which  occurred  in  the  Grantham  Workhouse,  6 

which  occurred  in  the  Grantham  Hospital,  and  2 other  deaths  of 
persons  who  came  into  the  district  from  the  rural  area  in  practically 
a dying  condition.  To  the  deaths  registered  in  your  district,  9 
must  be  added,  being  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  this  district, 
who  died  in  Institutions  elsewhere.  These  deaths  are  supplied  to 
me  on  “ Slips”  furnished  by  the  County  Medical  Officer,  In  each 
of  these  instances  I have  made  enquiries  to  satisfy  me  that  the 
persons  did  actually  belong  here  ; where  insufficient  addresses 
have  been  supplied,  so  that  I am  unable  to  ascertain  that  the 
individuals  were  really  from  this  district,  I have  invariably  refused 
to  accept  them.  So  that  the  corrected  number  of  deaths  is  282. 
Calculated  from  this  figure  the  death  rate  for  the  year  is  i3'63  per 
1000  of  the  population.  The  death  rate  is  considerably  more  than 
in  the  two  previous  years.  It  is  necessary  therefore  to  enquire  in 
what  way  the  increase  took  place.  A study  of  the  tables  appended 
to  the  Report  reveals  the  fact  that  the  chief  increase  occurs 
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amongst  the  epidemic  diseases  and  the  infantile  mortality.  With 
regard  to  the  epidemic  diseases,  17  occurred  from  whooping  cough, 
12  from  measles,  7 from  diphtheria,  7 from  diarrhoea,  and  7 from 
influenza.  I have  dealt  with  each  of  these  diseases  subsequently 
in  this  Report  under  their  respective  headings.  With  regard  to 
the  infantile  mortality,  the  9 deaths  from  whooping  cough  under  i 
year  help  to  swell  the  list;  the  10  deaths  from  premature  birth  are 
probably  beyond  our  control,  as  there  is  no  evidence  to  suggest 
that  these  were  due  to  industrial  causes  ; the  12  deaths  from 
marasmus  may  quite  reasonably  be  considered  to  be  capable  of 
reduction,  if  the  Notification  of  Births’  Act  were  adopted,  and  a 
capable  Health  Visitor  engaged.  It  is  only  right  here  to  point  out 
that  the  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  is  472  as 
against  457  last  year,  giving  a birth  rate  of  22*81  ; but  this 
increased  number  of  15  births  by  no  means  is  sufficient  to  com- 
pensate for  the  34  deaths  amongst  infants  above  those  of  last  year. 

There  were  19  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  i from 
tuberculous  meningitis,  and  6 from  other  tuberculous  diseases. 

There  were  no  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  or  polio- 
myelitis, and  there  were  no  cases  of  small  pox. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-four  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
notified  during  the  year  ; 83  cases  of  diphtheria  ; 13  of  erysipelas  ; 
17  of  scarlet  fever  ; 27  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  ; and  24  of  other 
forms  of  tuberculosis. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 17  cases  were  notified  : 3 between  the  ages 
of  I and  5,  12  between  5 and  15,  i between  15  and  25,  and  i 
between  25  and  45.  2 cases  occurred  in  Little  Gonerby,  5 in 

Grantham,  7 in  Spittlegate,  and  3 in  New  Somerby.  The  cases 
were  distributed  thus  during  the  year  : there  were  5 in  February, 
2 in  April,  i in  May,  3 in  June,  2 in  July,  2 in  August,  i in  Septem- 
ber, and  I in  November.  These  cases  were  isolated  as  far  as  possible 
in  their  own  homes  ; the  premises,  the  bedding,  etc.,  being  after 
recovery  thoroughly  disinfected.  There  were  no  deaths,  and 
nothing  of  the  nature  of  an  epidemic  occurred.  After  careful 
enquiry  it  was  for  the  most  part  quite  impossible  to  trace  any 
direct  connection  between  one  set  of  cases  and  another.  It  is 
quite  remarkable  to  notice  how  sometimes  this  disease,  as  in  this 
instance,  makes  no  particular  headway,  even  in  the  absence  of  very 
stringent  precautions,  and  how  at  other  times  it  appears  to  run 
riot,  in  spite  of  the  provision  of  every  possible  known  precaution. 

Measles. — A very  extensive  epidemic  of  measles  occurred. 
It  comm.enced  in  July,  and  very  quickly  a large  number  of  cases 
affecting  the  scholars  of  various  schools  came  to  my  knowledge. 
The  district  has  been  exceptionally  free  from  this  disease  since  the 
epidemic  in  the  early  part  of  1909,  so  that  there  were  a very  large 
number  of  susceptible  children.  There  were  12  deaths:  i under 
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I year,  5 between  i and  2 years,  and  6 between  2 and  5 years. 
These  deaths  occurred  in  August,  September,  October,  and  Dec- 
ember. An  endeavour  was  made  by  means  of  closure  of  the 
Elementary  Schools,  as  the  cases  came  to  my  knowledge,  to  check 
the  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  Wesleyan  Infant  School  was  closed  from  July  ii — July 
21,  and  again  July  25— July  31  ; Welby  Street  Infants  School,, 
July  25 — July  31.  On  July  29th,  all  the  Elementary  Schools  were 
closed  until  July  31st,  when  the  summer  holidays  commenced. 
St.  Mary’s  Infants  School  was  closed  from  September  15 — October 
6 ; Little  Gonerby  Infants  School,  December  2 — January  6 ; Welby 
Street  Infants  School,  December  18 — January  6 ; Brownlow  Infants 
School,  December  ig — January  6. 

At  the  same  time  a request  was  sent  to  the  Superintendents  of 
the  various  Sunday  Schools,  asking  them  to  close  their  Schools 
for  corresponding  periods,  and  this  request  was  readily  acquiesced 
in.  After  considerable  experience  in  this  matter,  I have  been 
inclined  to  believe  that  by  the  timely  closure  of  Schools,  and  par- 
ticularly of  Infant  Schools,  some  measure  of  success  has  resulted  ; 
but  I cannot  say  that  during  this  year  the  closure  of  Schools 
resulted  in  any  very  material  advantage,  although  in  each  instance 
very  careful  consideration  was  given  to  all  the  information  avail- 
able, and  this  was  readily  afforded  me  by  the  Teachers.  I cannot 
quite  satisfy  myself  whether  this  apparent  failure  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  as  we  had  been  free  from  an  epidemic  for  a somewhat 
unusually  long  period,  an  exceptionally  large  number  of  children 
were  susceptible,  or  whether  it  was  due  to  the  fact  that  a large 
number  of  cases  occurred  just  before  the  summer  holidays,  and 
that  during  the  holidays  no  definite  information  was  obtainable  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  disease  was  spreading.  But,  whether  or 
not,  it  be  maintained  that  School  closure  is  effective  in  checking 
the  spread  of  measles,  it  is  quite  a question  for  consideration 
whether  we  are  justified  in  compelling  parents  to  send  their 
children,  who  are  susceptible,  to  a School  in  which  measles  is 
known  to  be  prevalent,  and  where  there  is  a quite  definite  risk  of 
their  contracting  the  disease. 

The  difficulty  in  checking  the  spread  of  measles  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease,  before  the  rash  appears, 
and  therefore  before  the  disease  is  recognised,  it  is  highly  infec- 
tious, and  so  the  mischief  is  done  before  parents  or  teachers  are 
really  apprised  of  the  nature  of  the  affection.  From  my  experience 
there  is  practically  no  risk  of  infection  from  children  after  14  days 
from  the  appearance  of  the  rash,  and  children  who  have  previously 
had  measles  do  not  convey  the  infection.  The  only  difficulty 
appertaining  in  this  matter  is  the  ascertaining  with  certainty 
whether  children  have  actually  previously  had  “real”  measles,  or 
whether  the  so-called  measles  may  possibly  have  been  “German 
measles  ” or  other  allied  affections. 
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Measles  should  not  generally  be  fatal,  but  in  small  houses,  in 
crowded  districts,  among  poor  surroundings,  the  difficulties  attend- 
ing the  proper  care  and  treatment  of  these  cases  are  often  very 
great.  All  cases  of  measles  should  be  dealt  with  seriously  ; they 
should  be  kept  in  bed  for  at  least  a week  from  the  appearance  of 
the  rash,  and  indoors  for  at  least  another  week. 

I am  happy  to  say  the  epidemic  is  now  practically  over. 

Whooping  Cough. — This  disease  was  prevalent  throughout 
most  of  the  year.  It  gave  rise  to  17  deaths  ; they  occurred  in 
January,  February,  March,  April,  May,  July,  and  October.  Nine 
were  under  1 year,  6 between  i and  2 years,  and  2 between  2 and 
5 years.  It  is  very  difficult  to  check  the  spread  of  this  disease  ; 
the  characteristic  “ whoop”  is  not  developed  until  some  10  days 
after  the  catarrhal  stage  has  commenced,  and  during  this  catarrhal 
stage,  before  the  disease  is  recognised,  its  infectious  nature  is  very 
marked.  Happily  whooping  cough  does  not  spread  with  the 
alarming  rapidity  of  measles,  although  in  the  case  of  young 
children  it  is  very  often  a fatal  disease  ; particularly  is  this  the  case 
in  small  houses  where  several  children  are  congregated,  and  where 
no  ample  means  for  their  care  and  treatment  is  available.  School 
Teachers  have  done  their  best  to  inform  me  of  the  presence  of  the 
disease  amongst  their  scholars,  and  by  means  of  School  exclusion 
every  effort  has  been  made  to  check  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Influenza.— This  disease  was  prevalent  in  April  and  May.  It 
gave  rise  to  7 deaths.  In  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  there 
is  little  that  can  be  done  by  Sanitary  Authorities  to  check  its  spread. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis.  — Seven  deaths  were  certified  as 
due  to  this  cause  ; 5 were  under  i year,  and  2 between  the  ages  of 
I and  2 years  ; but  nothing  ot  the  nature  of  an  epidemic  occurred. 
This  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  at  no  lime  of  the  ) ear  was 
there  any  prolonged  period  of  hot  dry  weather. 

No  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  in  the  borough, 
cases  were  admitted  into  the  Grantham  Hospital  from  the 
District  in  October,  and  in  one  case  death  resulted.  The 
case  recovered  after  a severe  and  protracted  illness. 

Erysipelas. — There  were  13  cases  of  erysipelas  notified;  i 
under  i year;  i between  the  ages  of  i and  5 years;  i between  15 
and  25  ; 2 between  25  and  45  ; 6 between  45  and  65  ; and  2 were 
over  65  years  of  age.  I here  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause. 

Diphtheria. — Eighty-three  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  ; 
15  between  i and  5 years  ; 53  between  5 and  15;  7 between  15 
and  25  ; and  8 between  25  and  45.  Twenty-eight  cases  occurred 
in  Little  Gonerby  ; 14  in  Grantham  ; 30  in  Spittlegate  ; and  ii  in 
New  Scmerby.  There  were  3 cases  in  January,  2 in  Februar}', 
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in  March,  2 in  April,  2 in  May,  i in  June.  4 in  July,  5 in  August, 
2 in  September,  19  in  October,  26  in  November,  and  15  in 
December.  There  were  7 deaths  ; i in  April,  2 in  August,  i in 
October,  i in  November,  and  2 in  December.  The  death  which 
occurred  in  April  was  that  of  a child,  who  was  well-housed  and 
surrounded  by  every  care  and  attention  ; of  the  2 in  August,  i was 
a laryngeal  case,  and  the  other,  a member  of  the  same  family,  was 
the  result  of  heart  failure.  One  case  occurred  in  October  ; the 
patient  had  been  ill  several  days  before  the  medical  attendant  was 
called  in.  One  case  occurred  in  November  ; this  child  was  a 
chronic  invalid  frotn  heart  disease,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the 
medical  attendant  was  infected  from  a “carrier”  in  the  same 
house,  who  was  subsequently  notified.  Two  cases  occurred  in 
December  ; one  died  unexpectedly  from  syncope,  and  the  other 
was  a child  for  whom  no  medical  attendance  had  been  summoned 
until  it  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  diphtheritic  paralysis,  evi- 
dently following  an  attack  of  diphtheria,  which  had  not  at  the  time 
been  recognised. 

Diphtheria  was,  as  is  shown  by  the  above  figures,  prevalent 
in  the  borough  throughout  the  whole  year,  and  towards  the  end, 
in  October,  November,  and  December,  there  was  a considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified.  The  reason,  or  reasons, 
for  the  continued  prevalence  of  the  disease  deservedly  demands 
serious  consideration.  I have  made  personal  investigation  of  every 
case  notified,  and  Mr.  Nott  has  made  a careful  inspection  of  the 
house  and  premises  where  each  case  occurred.  He  has  found  in 
not  a few  instances  certain  sanitary  defects  upon  the  premises 
concerned,  and  these  have  always  been  promptly  dealt  with  ; but 
in  no  instance  have  these  sanitary  defects  been  such  as  to  lead  one 
to  believe  that  they  have  been  other  than  contributory  causes  in 
the  prevalence  of  the  disease.  The  possibility  of  School  attend- 
ance as  a cause  has  been  carefully  investigated,  and  the  result  of 
my  enquiries  has  been  that  although  to  some  small  extent,  it  is 
quite  likely  that  the  disease  was  contracted  at  School,  it  appears 
certain  that  infection  at  School  was  not  a predominant  factor. 
That  infected  milk  was  not  the  cause,  I think  is  evident  from  the 
erratic  way  in  which  the  disease  occurred  in  scattered  districts  in 
the  borough.  That  the  spread  of  the  disease  was  not  due  to 
immediate  contact  from  an  infected  house  to  neighbouring  houses 
in  the  same  street  is  evident  at  once  to  anyone  studying  the 
incidence  of  the  cases  notified.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  the  cases 
occurred  comparatively  few  in  number  in  each  month  until 
October,  when  a sudden  increase  took  place,  9 in  one  week,  and  8 
in  the  week  following,  and  from  that  time  the  number  of  cases  has 
again  gradually  diminished.  Two  cases  have  come  to  my  know- 
ledge which  were  only  discovered  by  the  medical  attenda,nts  upon 
the  occurrence  of  diphtheritic  paralysis,  and  in  one  of  these  cases 
death  resulted.  In  not  a few  of  the  cases,  the  disease  was  only 
discovered  amongst  children,  who  were  brought  up  to  the  surgeries 
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of  medical  men,  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  medical  practice  ; and 
in  several  instances,  the  medical  attendants  have  told  me  that  the 
cases  notified  would  not  have  been  considered  by  them  clinically 
to  be  diphtheritic,  if  the  “swabs”  taken  by  them  had  not  been 
bacteriologically  decided  to  have  been  of  that  nature.  I may  here 
state  that  the  medical  men  have  been  careful  to  take  “swabs”  of 
all  suspicious  or  doubtful  cases,  and  as  a matter  of  fact  no  less 
than  6o  “swabs”  were  sent  under  the  auspices  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority  for  investigation  during  the  year.  One  case  was  dis- 
covered by  the  xMedical  School  Inspector  during  the  routine  course 
of  medical  inspection.  After  careful  consideration,  I have  been 
driven  to  the  conclusion  that  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  has 
been  due  to  the  probability  of  the  existence  amongst  us  of 
“ carriers,”  who  may  be  cases  that  have  previously  suffered  from 
the  disease,  or  may,  in  some  instances,  not  even  at  any  time  have 
presented  any  manifest  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  disease. 
Influenza  and  its  allied  catarrhal  affections,  which  were  prevalent 
in  October,  November,  and  December,  in  my  opinion  probably  had 
the  effect  of  stirring  up  and  re-awakening  latent  diphtheria  specific 
infection.  In  many  instances  where  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred, 

I found  that  the  infected  children,  or  those  in  the  affected  houses, 
had  recently  suffered  from  influenzal  colds  ; and  in  some  instances 
children  who  had  been  confined  to  bed  for  more  than  a week, 
suffering  from  measles  during  the  recent  epidemic,  were  notified 
as  suffering  from  diphtheria,  when  from  their  necessary  isolation 
during  the  period  they  were  suffering  from  measles,  it  would  seem 
that  by  no  human  possibilit}^  could  they  have  been  exposed  to  the 
infection  of  diphtheria  unless  they  had  themselves  been  harbourers 
of  the  diphtheria  bacillus  or  been  infected  by  similar  harbourers  of 
those  about  them  although  unrecognised. 

None  of  the  cases  were  isolated  in  Hospital,  and  it  is  a matter 
for  consideration  whether,  if  Isolation  in  Hospital  had  been 
adopted,  the  spread  of  the  disease  might  have  been  prevented.  I 
may  state  here,  at  once,  that  in  my  opinion,  for  many  reasons  it  is 
advisable  that  all  cases  of  diphtheria,  and,  indeed,  of  scarlet  fever 
also,  should  be  removed  as  they  occur,  at  any  rate  in  all  houses  of 
the  artisan  class,  to  a properly  equipped  Isolation  Hospital.  The 
attention  of  such  cases  in  houses  of  this  class  inflicts  various  hard- 
ships upon  such  people  ; the  mother  is  frequently  quite  unable  to 
attend  to  the  patient  and  her  ordinary  household  duties  ; in  not  a 
few  instances  the  mother  has  been  suckling  an  infant  ; there  is 
frequently  a difficulty  in  the  matter  of  the  other  members  of  the 
household  continuing  their  daily  avocations,  some  of  whom  may 
be  errand  boys  or  engaged  in  such  occupations,  that  the  presence 
of  an  infectious  disease  in  the  house  hinders  them  in  their  means 
of  livelihood  ; and  it  must  also  be  recognised  that  the  nursing  and 
attention  that  such  cases  require  cannot  be  considered  adequate  in 
small  houses,  and  that  Hospital  treatment  must  be  more  satis- 
factory. It  is  only  fair  in  this  respect  to  point  out  that  in  cases  of 


diphtheria  when  Antitoxin  treatment  is  promptly  resorted  to,  the 
urgency  of  the  cases  very  early  disappear^s,  and  this  treatment  is 
not  only  supplied  gratis  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  but  its  use  has 
been  urged  upon  all  practitioners.  I must  also  state  that  after 
very  careful  investigation  very  little  evil  results  have  followed  from 
infection  as  far  as  I have  been  able  to  discover  from  the  cases  that 
have  been  notified  and  isolated  in  their  own  homes.  It  has,  indeed, 
been  remarkable  how  seldom  fresh  cases  have  been  traceable  to 
previously  notified  cases,  and  the  result  of  my  enquiries  has  led 
me  strongly  to  the  belief  that  the  spread  of  the  disease  has  rarely 
been  due  to  the  cases  that  have  been  notified,  and  which  we  have 
known  of,  but  rather  to  the  influence  of  “ carriers,”  and  cases  of 
which  we  have  had  no  knowledge,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  have 
been  responsible  lor  the  spread  of  the  disease.  After  the  recovery 
of  patients,  the  premises  occupied  by  them  are  always  thoroughly 
disinfected,  and  the  bedding,  etc.,  removed  for  disinfection  to  the 
Steam  Disinfector,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
I am  happy  to  say  that  since  the  commencement  of  this  year  (1914) 
the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  has  been  diminishing. 

The  question  of  the  Hospital  Isolation  of  infectious  diseases 
deserves  verv  careful  consideration,  and  it  is  well  that  the  matter 
should  receive  the  serious  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Authority. 
There  can  be  no  question  that  the  prompt  isolation  of  cases  of 
small-pox  is  essential,  and  has  always  resulted  in  satisfactory 
benefit  to  the  community.  Similarly  the  prompt  isolation  of  cases 
of  plague  and  other  such  diseases  that  are  occasionally  introduced 
has  been  attended  with  complete  success.  It  was  hoped,  and  Sani- 
tarians were  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  Hospital  Isolation  of  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  would,  before  long,  lead  to  the 
“stamping  out”  of  these  diseases;  and  in  most  of  the  large 
towns,  all  cases  of  these  diseases  that  could  not  be  reasonably 
isolated  in  their  own  homes  have  been  removed  to  Hospital.  That 
as  a result  of  their  action,  much  benefit  has  resulted  should  be 
freely  admitted  ; the  community  at  large  has  greatly  benefiUed, 
and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  diminished  mortality  from 
these  diseases  in  recent  years  throughout  the  country  has  been 
largely  due  to  this  Hospital  Isolation.  But,  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
impossible  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact,  that  even  in  those  towns, 
where  all  the  precautions  which  modern  sanitary  science  has  pre- 
scribed have  been  strictly  adhered  to,  epidemics,  even  of  large 
extent  have  occurred,  and  still  do  occur.  In  a comparatively 
small  area  like  this,  when  the  individuals  and  their  surroundings 
are  intimately  known,  we  are,  perhaps,  in  a more  favourable  posi- 
tion than  those  in  larger  communities  to  observe  and  ascertain  the 
manner  of  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases.  From  my  observa- 
tions, which  have  extended  now  over  many  years,  I have  been 
much  struck  bv  the  fact  that  scarlet  fever,  when  present  amongst 
us,  sometimes  does  not  spread,  though  the  precautions  taken 
-appear  inadequate,  when  at  other  times  it  assumes  an  epidemic 
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form,  and  that  then,  despite  Hospital  Isolation  and  every  known 
precaution,  the  disease  continues  to  spread.  This  fact  leads  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  are,  and  must  be,  other  conditions  relative  to 
the  spread  of  such  diseases  above  and  beyond  the  knowledge  which 
we  at  present  possess,  and  that  Hospital  Isolation,  however  bene- 
ficial it  may  be  in  many  respects,  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  the  last 
word  in  the  prevention  of  infectious  diseases. 

I cannot  get  away  from  the  opinion  which  I have  now  held 
for  some  time,  that  the  chief  reason  why  Hospital  Isolation  has 
failed  to  achieve  the  success  which  might  have  reasonably  been 
anticipated  is  due  to  the  fact,  that  under  certain,  at  present 
unknown  conditions,  patients  who  have  received  every  attention, 
and  have  apparently  completely  recovered,  may  still  be  capable, 
from  time  to  time,  of  transmitting  the  disease  to  other 
susceptible  persons. 

It  has  been  the  custom  here  only  to  provide  Hospital  Isolation 
for  infectious  diseases,  when  the  number  of  such  cases  has 
increased  so  as  to  cause  an  alarm  to  the  Authority.  To  make  use 
of  Hospital  Isolation  in  such  instances,  and  in  such  instances  only, 
is,  to  my  mind,  unscientific  according  to  our  present  knowledge, 
and  is  to  incur  a maximum  of  expense  with  a minimum  of  advan- 
tage. To  isolate  in  a panic  means  to  engage  nurses  at  extravagant 
rates,  and  to  pay  extravagant  sums  for  all  that  is  required.  In 
addition  to  this,  it  should  be  stated  that  ratepayers  may  rightly 
feel  aggrieved  if  members  of  their  families  should  at  certain  times 
be  left  at  home,  with  practically  all  the  burden  of  expense  cast 
upon  their  shoulders,  while,  at  other  times,  their  neighbours  may 
reap  the  advantage  and  the  relief  from  all  the  expense  and  anxiety 
which  infectious  disease  incurs,  by  the  removal  of  their  children  to 
Hospital,  unless  there  is  some  evidence  forthcoming  that  the  com- 
munity at  large  is  in  some  appreciable  sense  benefitted  by  this 
somewhat  spasmodic  and  irregular  course  of  action. 

Finally,  with  regard  to  this  matter,  I cannot  help  thinking 
that  the  Sanitary  Authority  should  consider  the  subject  fully  and 
carefully,  and  come  to  some  definite  conclusion  and  course  of 
action.  There  are  many  and  cogent  reasons,  as  I have  previously 
stated,  why  it  would  seem  advisable  to  make  some  suitable  and 
adequate  provision  tor  such  cases,  even  if  it  cannot  be  shown  that 
thereby  the  spread  can  always  be  materially  prevented.  But  to 
be  scared  into  the  use  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  as  a temporary 
expedient  because  9 cases  of  diphtheria  are  notified  in  one  week,, 
and  8 in  the  following,  instead  of  4 or  5 in  neighbouring  weeks,, 
cannot,  in  my  opiiiion,  be  considered  an  act  of  wisdom. 

The  notification  of  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  came  into  force 
upon  February  ist.  Twenty-seven  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  notified,  and  6 cases  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis.  There 
were  19  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  ; 4 between  the  ages 
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of  15  and  25  years  ; 10  between  25  and  45  ; and  5 between  45  and 
65.  There  were  7 deaths  from  other  tuberculous  diseases.  All 
the  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  have  been  visited,  and  printed 
instructions  have  been  given,  enjoining  the  necessary  precautions 
to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  County  of  Kesteven  has  acted  as  Tuber- 
culosis Officer.  He  has  visited  the  cases,  and  advised  the 
Insurance  Comnnittee  as  to  the  steps  that  should  be  taken  under 
the  Insurance  Act.  According  to  the  returns  I have  received,  7 
insured  persons  have  been  treated  in  Sanatoria,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  insured  persons  have  received  extra  nourishment  to  the  value 
of  10/-  a week  under  instructions  from  their  medical  attendants. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  some  advantage  to  those  affected  has 
resulted  ; but  it  cannot,  I think,  be  maintained  that  until  some 
comprehensive  scheme  has  been  arrived  at  by  the  County  Council 
and  Insurance  Committee,  any  very  material  advantage  can  be 
expected.  The  question  of  a permanent  Tuberculosis  Officer  and 
the  provision  of  a Sanatorium  for  the  County  of  Kesteven  are  still 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  Authorities.  That  the  notification 
of  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  will  be  helpful  to  the  Authorities  in 
devising  plans  for  the  relief  of  this  disease  cannot  be  questioned, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  before  long  some  complete  scheme  will 
be  adopted. 

The  Medical  Practitioners  have  sent  35  specimens  of  sus- 
pected tuberculous  sputum  under  the  auspices  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority  for  examination  ; and  several  cases  of  tuberculous 
diseases  other  than  pulmonary  tuberculosis  have  been  treated  in 
the  Grantham  Hospital.  After  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
the  premises  and  bedding,  etc.,  occupied  by  patients,  have  been 
disinfected  under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  trade  of  the  town,  the  staple  industry  of  which  is  the 
Iron  Works  in  Spittlegate,  has  again  been  prosperous,  and 
employment  is  provided  for  all  sorts  and  conditions,  many  being 
employed  as  “ labourers,”  in  addition  to  those  employed  as 
skilled  “artisans.”  Quite  a considerable  number  of  men  also 
come  into  the  town  to  work  from  the  neighbouring  villages.  From 
information  I have  received,  there  is  still  often  a difficulty  experi- 
enced amongst  the  labouring  community  in  securing  houses,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  52  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 

The  Earlsfield  Housing  Scheme,  which  I mentioned  in  my  last 
Report,  has  so  far  developed  that  9 pairs  of  houses  are  nearing 
completion.  There  seems  every  reason  to  believe  that  these 
houses  will  be  convenient,  and  suitable  for  families  of  the  artisan 
class.  I may  here  mention  that  in  this  scheme  an  endeavour  has 
been  made  to  build  and  arrange  these  houses  in  such  a manner 
that  they  will  present  a pleasing  and  attractive  effect.  The 
Authority  has  for  some  time  recognised  the  importance  of  enforcing 
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the  necessary  provisions  in  their  Bye-Laws  which  Sanitary  Legis- 
lation has  required,  but  it  may  well  be  considered  whether  the  time 
has  not  arrived  when  an  Authority  should  look  to  it,  to  provide 
that  the  houses,  the  erection  of  which  they  sanction,  should  be  so 
built  and  so  arranged  as  to  create  a pleasing  and  attractive  effect, 
and  so  add  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  inhabitants,  as 
well  as  produce  a favourable  impression  of  the  enterprise  and 
forethought  of  the  powers  that  be.  In  this  respect  it  is  only 
necessary  to  compare  the  gloomy  aspect  of  long  rows  of  dwelling- 
houses,  such  as  exist  in  Stamford  Street  and  Victoria  Street,  with 
the  pleasant  effect  of  a more  ambitious  prospect  in  Houghton 
Road.  The  Rev.  Norman  Nash,  the  Vicar  of  Spittlegate,  has 
recently  acquired  an  ugly  and  unsightly  piece  of  land  at  the  bottom 
of  Stamford  Street,  and  has  fenced  this  in,  and  is  planting  it  with 
shrubs  and  otherwise  transforming  a barren  patch  of  ugliness  into 
a pleasant  and  attractive  corner  of  the  town,  where,  indeed,  some 
such  embellishment  was  sadly  needed.  There  can,  I think,  be 
little  doubt  that  pleasant  and  attractive  dwellings  and  surroundings 
have  an  effective  advantage  in  the  welfare  of  a town  over  and 
above  the  mere  artistic  pleasure  they  may  afford  to  the  eye. 

Under  the  Housing  and  down  Planning  Act  (1909),  170 
houses  were  inspected  during  the  year  ; of  these  23  were  found  to 
be  unfit  for  habitation.  Twenty-three  houses  were  dealt  with 
under  Section  17,  and  and  44  under  Section  15  of  the  Act.  In  73 
houses  defects  were  dealt  with  without  closing  orders.  Closing 
orders  were  made  under  Section  17  in  20  cases  ; 18  closing  orders 
were  determined.  The  defects  for  which  orders  were  made 
include — Defective  roofs,  damp  walls,  defective  walls,  floors, 
ceilings,  and  stairs,  and  the  absence  of  suitable  places  for  the 
storing  of  food.  I desire,  again,  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  for  the  deter- 
rnined  and  energetic  assistance  which  they  have  alw'ays  readily 
granted  the  Inspector  and  myself,  in  wTat  is  often  a very  difficult 
and  ungrateful  task  in  our  endeavour  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  the  xAct. 

The  Water  Supply  of  your  District  is  for  the  most  part  from 
the  Grantham  Waterw^orks  Company,  and  I have  no  hesitation  in 
stating  that  the  water  is  of  excellent  quality,  and  has  always  been 
ample  in  quantity.  1 here  are  still  a certain  number  of  pumps  in 
the  District  supplying  some  of  the  smaller  houses.  Eight  samples 
of  water  have  been  examined  during  the  year,  and  one  pump  has 
been  condemned  as  unfit  for  domestic  purposes. 

There  are  7 cowkeepers,  and  41  purveyors  of  milk.  It  will  be 
seen  from  the  Inspector’s  Report  that  45  visits  were  paid  to  cow- 
sheds and  99  to  milkshops  and  dairies  during  the  year.  It  cannot 
be  said  that  the  cowsheds,  as  a rule,  come  up  to  modern  require- 
ments, though  improvements  in  several  instances  have  been 
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effected.  A new  cowshed  has  been  erected  upon  premises  owned 
by  Sir  Charles  Welby,  which  may  be  regarded  as  furnishing  a 
good  example  of  what  a cowshed  should  be  ; a full  account  of  this 
occurs  in  the  Inspector’s  Report.  The  dairies  and  milkshops,  as 
a result  of  frequent  inspection,  have  undergone  considerable 
improvement. 

The  attention  of  all  purveyors  of  milk  and  cream  has  been 
drawn  to  the  provision  of  the  Public  Health  Act  (Milk  and  Cream) 
Regulations,  1912,  and  the  requisite  labels  have  been  provided. 
Thirty  samples  of  milk  were  taken,  and  i sample  of  cream,  and  all 
samples  were  found  to  comply  with  the  Regulations. 

Seven  hundred  and  three  visits  were  paid  to  slaughter  houses, 
and  34  to  the  Cattle  Market.  There  are  29  slaughter  houses  on 
the  register  ; these  are  kept  in  a cleanly  state,  though  I have  still 
again  to  report  that,  from  their  situation,  they  can  scarcely  fail 
from  time  to  time,  to  be  a source  of  nuisance  to  houses  in  their 
immediate  neighbourhood.  It  will  be  seen,  from  the  Inspector’s 
Report,  that  a considerable  amount  of  tuberculous  beef  was 
surrendered  by  the  butchers,  and  was  condemned  and  destroyed, 
and,  in  one  instance,  60  stones  of  tuberculous  beef  was  destroyed, 
by  order  of  the  Veterinary  Surgeon,  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

During  the  year  (in  the  month  of  August),  the  rules  which 
have  guided  your  Inspector  and  myself  for  the  condemning  of 
tuberculous  meat,  were  called  in  question  by  a local  cattle  dealer, 
and,  on  August  28th,  I wrote  a letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  setting  forth  the  lines  upon  which  we  have 
acted,  and  on  September  15th  I received  a reply  that  the  procedure 
I had  described  in  my  letter  was  “in  general  conformity  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commissson  on  Tuberculosis, 
1898,”  which  recommendations  have  always  been  our  guide  in  this 
matter,  and  which,  I gather  from  the  above-mentioned  letter,  we 
are  considered  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  have  faithlully 
adhered  to. 

The  Inspector’s  Report  contains  a full  account  of  the  action 
taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ; it  will  be  seen  that 
35  samples  were  taken,  and,  in  addition,  14  informal  samples. 
Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  one  instatice  only. 

A large  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in  the  matter  of  testing 
drains,  and  the  details  of  this  work  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of 
the  Inspector. 

The  sewers  have  received  the  constant  attention  of  the  Borough 
Surveyor,  and  781  yards  of  new  sewers  have  been  laid  during 
the  year. 
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House  refuse  is  removed  weekly  by  the  Contractor  to  the 
Refuse  Destructor  for  cremation  ; and  this  has  been  satisfactorily 
performed.  The  receptacles  for  house  refuse  have,  in  my  previous 
reports,  been  frequently  referred  to  as  unsuitable,  but  it  has  been 
recently  decided  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  that,  acting  under 
Section  36  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  the  Public  Health 
Amendment  Act,  1890,  steps  shall  be  taken  to  enjoin  the  provision 
■of  suitable  and  efficient  dustbins  for  the  deposit  of  house  refuse. 

Two  hundred  and  sixteen  visits  have  been  paid  to  workshops, 
and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Inspector  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act,  these  premises  have  been  kept  under  efficient 
supervision. 

During  the  year  very  considerable  alterations  have  been  made 
in  the  Public  Elementary  Schools,  and  a large  amount  of  money 
has  been  expended,  in  order  to  bring  the  Schools  up  to  modern 
requirements.  The  details  of  these  alterations  will  receive  atten- 
tion in  my  Report  as  School  Medical  Officer,  which  will  shortly 
be  presented  to  the  Education  Committee. 

The  provisions  for  carrying  out  the  Midvvives  Act,  1902,  are 
now  taken  over  by  the  County  Council,  under  the  direction  of  their 
Medical  Officer. 

There  are  5 common  lodging  houses,  which  are  regularly 
inspected  and  supervised  by  the  Chief  Constable. 

Numerous  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year  of 
offensive  smells  from  a glue  factory  in  Wharl  Road.  The 
premises  have  been  visited  on  several  occasions  by  the  Inspector, 
and  also  by  a deputation  from  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and  the 
proprietor  has  expressed  his  willingness  to  do  all  in  his  power  to 
minimise  an}^  nuisance  that  may  arise. 

The  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  appended,  and  con- 
tains the  details  of  the  work  carried  out  in  his  department.  Recent 
Legislation  has  necessitated  a very  large  amount  of  clerical  work, 
and  much  of  his  time  is  now  occupied  in  mere  clerical  routine, 
which  might  be  more  profitably  employed  in  carrying  out  the  many 
duties  which  strictly  belong  to  him  as  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

H.  Poole  Berry. 
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Isolation  Hospital  . . Name  and  Situation — Grantham  Borough  Isolation  Hospital,  Spittlegate  Hill. 
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Table  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during 

Year  1913- 

Name  OF  District; — GRANTHAM  URBAN. 


Causes  of  Death.  j 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Residents”  -whether  occurring  -within  or  -without 
the  district. 

Total 
deaths, 
whether  of 
‘Residents’ 
or ‘non- 
Residents’ 
in  Institu- 
tions in 
the  District 

1 ALL 

AGES. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 and 
under  2. 

2 and 

under  5. 

5 and 

under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 

25  and 

under  45. 

45  and 

under  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

• n ) Certified 

272 

53 

20 

17 

9 

9 

40 

47 

77 

All  causes  - TT  n 

) Cncer tinea  . . 

10 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

i 

' 

1 

Small  Pox  . . 

. 

Measles 

12 

1 

p" 

0 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough. . 

17 

9 

6 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

7 

3 

4 

Influenza  . . 

7 

6 

1 

4 

Erysipelas  . . 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis)  . . 

19 

4 

10 

5 

3 

Tuberculous  Meniugitis  . . 

1 

1 

OtherTuberculous  Diseases 

6 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease. 

10 

1 

3 

6 

3 

Kheumatic  Fever  . . 

1 

1 

Meningitis . . 

2 

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease  . . 

25 

1 

1 

5 

6 

12 

2 

Bronchitis  . . 

11 

1 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . 

18 

4 

2 

2 

3 

1 

4 

2 

Other  diseases  of  Respira- 

tory  Organs 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis  . . 

7 

5 

2 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

4 

1 

3 

Alcoholism 

Nephritis &Bright’sDisease 

5 

1 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

Other  accidents  & diseases 

of  Pregnancy  & Partu- 

rition 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility&  Mai- 

formation,  including 

Premature  Birth 

28 

28 

1 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

1 

Suicide  . . 

4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Suicide 

4 

i 

1 

1 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . . 

46 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

14 

19 

6 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

' 

known  . . 

42 

6 

2 

1 

3 

3 

28 

19 

282 

57 

21 

17 

10 

9 

40 

49 

1 

79 

43 

20 


Table  IV. 

GRANTHAM  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 
Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1913. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1 week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

4 weeks. 

4 weeks  & under 

3 months. 

3 months  and 

under  6 months. 

6 months  and 

under  9 months. 

9 months  and 

under  12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 Year. 

1 Certified 

12 

2 

4 

1 

19 

13 

9 

6 

6 

53 

All  Causes  -i 

(Uncertified  .. 

2 

2 

1 

1 

! 

! 

4 

/ Small  Pox 

Chicken  Pox 

: 

Measles 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

9 

^ Diphtheria  and  Croup . . 

Erysipelas 

' Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

1 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Laryngitis  

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

1 

2 

1 

4 

j Diarrhoea . . 

1 

1 

2 

( Enteritis 

2 

1 

3 

Gastritis  . . 

Syphilis  . . 

Kickets 

Suffocation,  overlying.. 

Injury  at  Birth 

1 

1 

1 

Atelectasis 

1 

1 

1 

f 

Congenital  Malformations  .. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

i 

Premature  Birth  

8 

1 

1 

10 

10 

( 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus  . . 

3 

3 

5 

2 

2 

12 

other  Causes 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

14 

2 

4 

1 

21 

14 

10 

6 

6 

57 

Nett  Births  in  the  year  . . 

( legitimate 

452. 

1 illegitimate  . 

20. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  , . 

J legitimate  infants 

52. 

( illegitimate  infants 

• 

5. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 


Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  and 

Homework. 


Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspec- 

tions. 

WTitten 

Notices. 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) , . 
Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report)  . . 

76 

15 

Nil. 

Total  

76 

15 

Nil. 

Defects  found  In  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts;— 

Want  of  cleanliness  .. 

W ant  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  . . 

Other  nuisances 

I insufficient 

Sanitary  accommodation  h unsuitable  or  defective 

J not  separate  for  sexes . . 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (s.  101) 

Breacli  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100) 
Other  offences  (excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  which  are 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  report) 


No.  of 

oi 

Defects. 

a 

o 

( Found. 

1 

Remedied. 

! Referred  to 
;H.M.  Inspector. 

p 

o 

(D 

OJ 

p 

O 

6 

iz; 

2 

2 

2 

nil 

7 

4 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

8 

18 

13 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total. . 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 


Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries  and 

Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Home  Work. 


NATURE  OF  WORK. 

Lists  received  from  Employers. 

Sending  twice  in 
the  year. 

Sending  once  in 
the  year. 

Lists 

Outworkers 

Lists 

Outworkers 

Con- 

trac- 

tors. 

Work- 

men. 

Con- 

trac- 

tors. 

Work- 

men. 

Wearing  Apparel — 
making  &c. 
cleaning  and  washing 

Total  . . 

2 

6 

2 

3 

2 

6 

2 

3 

Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Important  classes  of  work- 

Bakehouses  ..  ..  

31 

shops,  such  as  workshop 
bakehouses  may  be  enu- 

^ Other  Workshops  . . . . 

185 

merated  here. 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register  . . 

216 

Other  Matters. 


Class.  1 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  (s.  133,  1901). . 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M. 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  . . 

Inspector  as  remediable  under  the 

^ § 

Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (s.  5, 1901). . 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent 
> to  H.M.  Inspector 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  . . 

• . . • • 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

. . OF  THE  . . 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 

For  the  Year  1913, 


Guildhall, 

Grantham, 

March,  1914. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
Grantham. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  seventh  Annual  Report  as  Sanitary 
Ixispector  for  the  Borough  ot  Grantham. 

During  the  year  the  amount  of  work  accomplished  in  my 
department  compares  very  favourably  with  previous  years,  while 
the  standard  of  efficiency  has  been  well  maintained. 

I have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  is  possible  without  clerical  assist- 
ance, to  keep  a record  of  action  in  connection  with  the  multiple 
duties  of  the  office,  and  of  the  various  sanitary  improvements  effected. 

The  duties  of  a Sanitary  Inspector  are  set  out  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  the  Sanitary  Officers’  (Outside  London) 
Order,  1910.  A considerable  amount  of  time,  however,  is  taken  up 
in  interviewing  owners  and  agents  of  property,  builders,  and  others. 
Also  in  supervising  Sanitary  operations  and  doing  the  necessary 
clerical  work. 

Complaints. — The  number  of  written  complaints  received 
during  the  year  was  56.  Of  these,  14  referred  to  choked  and  foul 
drains  and  w.c.’s,  19  to  the  non-removal  of  house  refuse,  and  a few 
to  various  matters  not  affecting  public  health.  Prompt  attention 
was  given  to  every  genuine  case,  and  the  necessary  steps  taken 
forthwith  to  remove  the  cause  of  complaint. 

Legal  Proceedings. — Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in 
one  case  of  adulterated  milk,  when  the  vendor  was  fined  £i  and 
5/-  costs. 

Under  the  Housing,  &c..  Act,  1909,  three  ejectment  orders 
were  applied  for  and  granted  in  cases  where  closing  orders  had 
become  operative  and  the  occupiers  had  refused  to  quit  the  premises. 
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House-to-House  Inspection. — The  inspection  of  houses 
under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c,.  Act,  1909,  has  been  con- 
tinued in  Inner  Street,  South  Parade,  Eton  Street,  New  Street, 
East  Street,  and  Charles  Street,  170  houses  in  all  being  inspected; 
23  houses  were  represented  as  being  unfit  for  habitation.  Clcsing 
orders,  however,  were  only  made  in  8 instances  during  the  year, 
others  having  been  issued  during  the  current  year.  One  demolition 
order  was  made,  and  the  house  partly  demolished.  Seven  houses 
were  put  into  a habitable  condition,  and  the  closing  orders  withdrawn. 

House  Drainage. — Although  the  new  Bye-laws  relating  to 
drainage  have  not  yet  come  into  operation,  I have  endeavoured,  as 
in  previous  years,  to  acquaint  myself,  as  far  as  possible,  with  all 
drainage  work  (except  in  new  buildings)  that  has  been  carried  out, 
and  to  supervise  the  same.  Where  practicable,  all  additional, 
re-constructed,  and  repaired  drains  have  been  examined  and  tested 
before  being  covered  in.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  great  improve- 
ment in  workmanship  in  carrying  out  drainage  repairs,  &c., 
workmen  displaying  greater  intelligence  than  formerly  in  this 
particular  branch  of  the  building  trade. 

The  number  of  drains  tested  and  re-tebted  during  the  year  was 
157;  47  of  which  were  on  premises  where  cases  of  diphtheria  had 
occurred.  Defects  were  discovered  in  the  greater  number  of  the 
latter  cases,  comparatively  new  houses  being  no  exception,  owing 
probably  to  subsidence  of  ground  and  other  causes. 

The  provision  of  sinks  is  now  being  insisted  upon  in  many 
houses  where  none  previously  existed  ; 27  glazed  stoneware  sinks 
have  been  provided,  and  suitable  gullies  fixed  to  receive  the 
discharge  from  their  waste  pipes. 

Water  Supply. — Many  houses  still  procure  their  water  supply 
from  wells,  but  the  greater  number  are  furnished  with  the  Grantham 
Waterworks  Company’s  water.  In  many  common  yards,  a stand 
tap  supplies  several  houses.  From  a sanitary  standpoint,  this 
system  has  several  objectionable  features,  and  owners  are  induced, 
where  possible,  to  provide  taps  inside  the  houses.  Eight  samples 
of  water  were  submitted  to  and  examined  by  Dr.  Poole  Berry, 
one  being  from  the  town  supply  and  seven  from  wells.  One  of  the 
latter  was  condemned,  and  steps  are  being  taken  for  closing  the 
well.  Waste  of  water  is  reported  to  the  W'^aterworks  Company’s 
Manager  as  occasion  requires. 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  number  of  slaughter  houses  remains 
the  same  as  last  year,  viz.,  29.  Of  these,  21  are  registered,  and  8 
licensed  annually.  Frequent  and  irregular  visits  have  been  made 
to  these  premises,  which,  with  few  exceptions,  were  found  to  be 
fairly  satisfactory.  Suitable  covered  galvanised  iron  receptacles 
for  the  refuse,  as  required  by  the  Bye-laws,  have  in  nearly  all 
instances  now  been  provided. 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection. — Supervision  has  been  given  to 
markets  held  on  Saturdays,  when  fish,  meat,  fruit,  and  vegetables 
are  offered  for  sale.  At  no  time  was  it  necessary  to  seize  any 
article  as  being  unfit  for  food. 

During  the  year,  no  less  than  two  tons  one  hundredweight 
twenty-two  pounds  of  meat  were  destroyed,  as  being  unfit  for  food. 
In  nearly  every  case  the  meat  was  examined  at  the  request  of  the 
owners,  and  in  no  case  were  legal  proceedings  necessary. 

Tuberculosis  was  the  disease  chiefly  found  affecting  beef,  and 
this  disease  accounted  for  the  destruction  of  274  stones  8 pounds, 
consisting  of  3 whole  carcases  and  8 forequarters,  together  with 
affected  organs,  &c.  One  carcase  of  beef  was  also  surrendered  as 
being  unsound,  and  a piece  of  putrid  beef,  weighing  140  pounds, 
was  taken  from  a bedroom  over  a shop,  from  which  the  occupier 
had  absconded.  An  unsound  carcase  of  lamb,  54J  pounds  of  bacon, 
and  two  cows’  livers,  affected  with  abscesses  and  flukes  respectively, 
were  also  destroyed. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. — During  the  year  only 
one  application  for  registration  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  Order  was  received.  There  are  now  on  the  register  7 
cowkeepers  and  41  purveyors  of  milk. 

A new  cowshed,  for  housing  16  cows,  was  erected  at  Earlsfield 
Farm,  by  Sir  Charles  Welby.  It  is  built  on  model  lines,  and  con- 
structed of  brick  walls,  tiled  roof,  and  concrete  floor.  It  is  well 
lighted  by  means  of  windows  and  glass  roof  tiles,  and  ample  ventila- 
tion is  provided  by  means  of  hoppers  to  windows,  air  bricks,  and 
raised  ridge  tiles.  There  is  a feeding  passage  at  front  of  cows.  The 
feeding  trough,  laid  in  an  unbroken  line  the  entire  length  of  shed,  is 
of  glazed  stoneware  channel  piping.  The  drainage  from  floor 
discharges  over  gullies  outside  the  building,  which  communicate 
with  the  sewer. 

Frequent  visits  have  been  made  to  all  the  cowsheds  in  the 
district,  and  any  breach  of  the  regulations  pointed  out  to  the  respec- 
tive occupiers.  Progress  in  the  way  of  improved  conditions  under 
which  milk  is  produced  is  very  slow.  A very  great  deal  of  improve- 
ment, as  regards  cleanliness,  still  rests  with  cowkeepers,  in  spite  of 
unsuitable  buildings.  Old  roofs  and  walls  must  be  cleansed 
regularly,  and  floors  daily,  if  pure  milk  is  to  be  procured.  The 
manure  heap,  which  lies  at  the  shippon  door,  must  be  removed  to  a 
more  remote  place.  Personal  cleanliness  of  the  milker  is  essential, 
no  less  than  groomed  cows. 

As  stated  in  my  last  report,  the  bulk  of  the  milk  consumed  in 
the  borough  is  produced  in  the  surrounding  districts.  Of  the  41 
purveyors  or  milk  sellers,  33  are  resident  in  the  borough.  Their 
premises  and  vessels  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  found  to  be 
clean  at  all  times. 
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The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. — Forty-nine  samples 
of  food  and  drugs,  of  which  14  were  informal,  were  procured  for 
analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst.  They  consisted  of  30  milk,  i 
cream,  3 butter,  3 lard,  i cheese,  2 coffee,  i sugar,  i pepper,  i 
vinegar,  i arrowroot,  2 whiskey,  2 gin,  and  i camphorated  oil. 
Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  one  vendor  for  milk,  which 
was  deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the  amount  of  22  per  cent.,  a fine  of 
and  5/-  costs  being  inflicted. 

Warning  letters  were  sent  to  two  milk  sellers  where  the  milk 
did  not  quite  reach  the  standard  required  by  the  Sale  of  Milk 
Regulations.  Two  informal  samples  of  milk  were  found  to  be 
deficient  in  milk  solids.  These  were  followed  up  by  formal  samples, 
which  were  certified  as  genuine.  No  infringements  of  the  Public 
Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912,  were  observed 
during  the  year. 

Refuse  Removal. — The  collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried 
out  by  a Contractor  for  three  years,  at  a cost  of  ;^825  per  annum. 
For  this  purpose  the  town  is  divided  into  six  districts,  one  district 
being  worked  each  day.  Trade  refuse  is  collected  one  day  each 
week  by  the  Contractor,  who  arranges  his  own  terms  for  this  work 
with  individual  tradesmen.  A number  of  complaints  were  received 
concerning  non-removal  of  house  refuse  at  various  times.  Many  of 
these  were  due  to  arrears,  caused  by  holidays,  inclement  weather, 
&c.,  and  a few  to  neglect.  All  arrears  were  caught  up  as  soon  as 
possible.  It  is  hoped  that  the  provision  of  suitable  galvanised  iron 
dustbins,  which  it  has  been  decided  that  owners  shall  substitute  for 
the  various  types  of  receptacles  as  at  present  in  use,  will  materially 
facilitate  the  collection  of  house  refuse. 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection. — Two  hundred  and 
twenty  visits  were  paid  to  houses  where  cases  of  infectious  disease 
occurred,  and  the  sanitary  arrangements  and  drains  examined.  The 
smoke  test  was  applied  in  47  instances  to  drains  upon  premises 
where  cases  of  diphtheria  had  been  notified.  Upon  the  termination 
of  infectious  cases,  and  after  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
the  bedding,  &c.,  was  removed  to  the  Steam  Disinfector,  1219 
articles  being  disinfected  by  this  machine.  The  infected  rooms 
were  fumigated  with  formalin  or  sprayed  with  a suitable  disinfectant. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee,  for  their  continued  interest  in  my  efforts,  and 
for  their  unanimous  support.  Also  to  Dr.  Poole  Berry,  for  his 
valuable  counsel  at  all  times. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  Francis  Nott, 

Public  Health  Department,  M.S.I.A.,  Assoc.  R.S.I. 

Guildhall,  Grantham, 

March  2^th,  1914. 
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TABLE  1. 


Visits  to  slaughter-houses 

703 

Number  of  Samples  of  water 

? ) 

workshops  . . 

76 

taken  for  Analysis. . 

8 

? 1 

cowsheds 

45 

rooms  disinfected 

135 

) 1 

dairies  and  milkshops.. 

99 

drains  tested  (after 

> » 

cattle  market 

34 

diphtheria) 

47 

y ) 

meat,  fish,  and  vege- 

y  5 

drains  tested  (after  re- 

table markets 

52 

laying,  &c. 

no 

) 1 

infected  houses 

220 

) ) 

statutory  notices  served 

178 

5 ) 

schools 

7 

informal  ditto 

209 

1 1 

offensive  trade  premises 

23 

M 

slaughter-houses  on 

Number 

of  houses  inspected 

register  . . 

29 

under  the  Housing, 

)) 

workshops  on  ditto  . . 

216 

&c..  Act,  igog 

170 

» J 

cowkeepers  on  ditto  . . 

7 

1 ) 

complaints  received 

) ) 

purveyors  of  milk  on 

and  investigated 

56 

ditto 

41 

1 J 

samples  of  food  and 

5 5 

common  lodging-houses 

drugs  taken  for  an- 

on ditto  . . 

5 

alysis  . . . . 

49 

TABLE  II. 

Sanitary  Improvements  effected  as  a result  of  action  taken  with  regard 
to  House-to-House  Inspections,  Nuisances,  &c. 


INTERIOR  OF  HOUSES. 


Damp  walls  rendered  imper- 


vious 

58 

Defective  walls  repaired 

102 

Floors  renewed  or  repaired 

146 

Ceilings  ditto 

67 

Stairs  ditto  . . 

25 

Windows  renewed,  repaired,  or 
made  to  open 

62 

Additional  windows  provided.. 

6 

Pantries  provided 

32 

,.  ventilated,  &c. 

19 

Doors  renewed  or  repaired 

6 

Houses  provided  with  through 
ventilation 

7 

Back-to-back  houses  converted 
into  through  houses 

4 

Sinks  provided 

27 

Waste  pipes  trapped. . 

2 

Filthy  houses  cleansed 

13 

DRAINAGE. 


Drains  cleansed 

39 

,,  repaired 

73 

,,  relaid 

58 

,,  ventilated 

19 

Additional  drains  provided 

16 

Soil  and  ventilating  pipes  re- 

newed or  repaired  . . 

22 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Water  closets  cleansed  . . 51 

,,  repaired  and  re- 
built . . 106' 

,,  provided  with 

water  . . 2^ 

,,  provided  with 

flushing  cis- 
terns . . 15 

Additional  water  closets  pro- 
vided . . . . . • 2 


EXTERIOR  OF  HOUSES. 

Roofs  renewed  or  repaired  . . 38 

Spouting,  eaves  renewed  or 
repaired  . . . . . . 44 

External  brickwork  repaired  or 
pointed  . . . . . . 53 

Downspouts  disconnected  from 
drains  ..  ..  ..  39 


YARD  PAVING. 

Yards  paved  ..  ••  26 

,,  repaired  ..  ••  23. 

WASH-HOUSES. 

Wash-houses  and  outbuildings 

cleansed  and  repaired  ..  iQ' 


OVERCROWDING. 


28 


• • 


1 

2 


Overcrowded  houses,  nuisance 
abated  . . . . • • 3 

FILTHY  PREMISES. 

Premises  from  which  animals 
were  removed  ..  ..  14 

Filthy  premises  cleansed  . . 10 

OFFENSIVE  ACCUMULATIONS. 

Offensive  accumulations  re- 
moved . . . . . . 25 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  cleansed . . ..  2 

,,  ventilated  . . 1 

,,  w.c.’s  ventilated  ..  3 


Bakehouses  cleansed. . 

,,  repaired  .. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

Galvanised  iron  receptacles 
provided  . . . . . . 10 

MANURE  RECEPTACLES. 

Constructed  according  to  re- 
quirements of  Bye-laws  ..  2 

URINALS. 

Urinals  cleansed  ..  ..  2 


TABLE  III. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


Nature  of  Article 
Analysed. 

No.  of  Samples 
taken. 

Number 

genuine. 

Number 

Adulterated. 

1 

Number  of 
Convictions. 

No.  of  Cases  dis- 
missed or  with- 
drawn. 

Res 

CC 

c;> 

.s 

ult. 

CC 

cc 

0 

0 

REMARKS. 

Milk 

27 

24 

3 

1 

£1 

5/- 

Legal  proceedings 

Butter 

2 

2 

taken  in  one  instance 

Lard 

1 

1 

only,  where  the  defi- 

Cheese 

1 

1 

ciency  in  milk  fat 

Pepper 

1 

1 

was  22  per  cent. 

Vinegar  , . 

1 

1 

W arning  letters  were 

Arrowroot 

1 

1 

sent  in  two  cases  for 

Camphorated  Oil . 

1 

1 

slight  deficiencies. 

Total  . . 

35 

32 

3 

1 

£1 

5/- 

Milk 

3 

1 

2 

Cream  . . . . j 

1 

1 

Butter 

1 

j. 

Lard 

2 

2 

Sugar 

1 

1 

>■  INFORMAL  SAMPLES. 

Coffee 

2 

2 

Whisky  . . 

2 

1 

1 

Gin 

2 

1 

1 

Total 

14 

9 

5 

1 

, 

29 


TABLE  IV. 


Unsound  Food  Destroyed. 


Beef,  325sts.  8lbs.,  of  which  274sts.  81bs.  were  tubercular 
Lamb,  i carcase.  Bacon,  4sts.  Livers,  2. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 
Adulterated  Samples. 

TABLE  V. 


Nature  of  Article 
Analysed. 

No.of 

Sam- 

ple. 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Remarks. 

New  Milk 

71 

Milk  fat 

..  2*34 

The  sample  was  defi- 

Milk  solids  not  fat 

..  8-33 

eient  in  milk  fat  to  the 

Water 

..89’33 

extent  of  22  per  cent. 

100  00 

Skimmed  Milk. 

75 

Milk  fat 

..  1-35 

The  sample  was  defi- 

Milk  solids  . . 

..  8-14 

cient  in  milk  solids,  6| 

Water 

..90-51 

per  cent,  corresponding  to 

the  addition  of  that  pro- 

100-00 

portion  of  water  to  skim- 

med  milk. 

New  Milk 

76 

Milk  fat 

..  3-51 

The  sample  was  defi- 

Milk  solids  . . 

..  8-01 

cient  in  milk  solids,  5f 

Water 

..88-48 

I)er  cent,  corresponding  to 

that  amount  of  added 

100-00 

water. 

New  Milk 

77 

Milk  fat 

..  3-08 

The  sample  was  defi- 

(Informal) 

Milk  solids  . . 

..  8-18 

cient  in  milk  solids,  3f 

Water 

. .88-74 

per  cent,  corresponding  to 

that  amount  of  added 

100-00 

water. 

New  Milk 

97 

Milk  fat 

..  2-70 

The  sample  was  defi- 

(Informal) 

Milk  solids  . . 

..  8-84 

cient  in  milk  fat  to  the 

Water 

..88-46 

extent  of  10  per  cent. 

100-00 

Closed  1914.  t Represented  1912. 
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23 

1 1 

1 5 1 i 

1 to 

H-* 

10 

1 

No.  of 
houses 
found 
to  be 
unfit  for 
human 
habitation 

23 

! ! 

10 

1 to 

(-1 

10 

No.  of 
represen- 
tations 
made  to 
Local 
Authority. 
(Sec. 17). 

20 

05  1 

1 S 1 1 

1 to 

1-* 

No.  of 
Closing 
Orders 
made. 
(Sec.  17). 

00 

1 

<05 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

t-i 

1 

No.  of 
Closing 
Orders 
determi’d 

73 

i 

40  1 

1 

1 

1 

to  1 

13 

1 

l4i- 

1 

00 

05 

1 

No.  of 
houses 
where  de- 
fects were 
remedied 
without 
Closing 
Orders. 

44 

1 

i 

1 

1 

<05 

29 

4^ 

I 

1 

No.  of 
houses 
dealt  with 
under 
Sec.  15. 
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TABLE  VI. 

The  Housing,  Town  Planning,  dc„  Act,  1909.— Housing  Regulations,  1910.-  Inspection  of  District,  1913. 


TABLE  VII. 


Result  of  Legal 


Proceedings. 


Situation  of 
Premises. 

Nature  of  Complaint. 

Act  under  which  pro- 
ceedings instituted. 

Result. 

18,  Vere  Court  . . 

Application  for 
E j ectment  Order 
against  occupier 
of  house,  after 
closing  order 
had  become 
operative. 

Housing,  &c.,  Act, 
1909 

Ejectment  Order 
made 

9,  South  Parade  . 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

6,  Seaman’sYard, 
Inner  Street 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

TABLE 


Articles  Disinfected  by 


Mattresses  .. 

. . 124 

Beds 

. . 104 

Bolsters  or  pillows  . . 

269 

Blankets 

. . 166 

Sheets 

62 

Counterpanes 

. . 48 

VIII. 

Steam  Disinfector. 


Curtains  and  bed  hangings 

. . 22 

Carpets  or  mats 

25 

Articles  of  clothing  . . 

. . 208 

Miscellaneous 

.•  155 

1219 

